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Synopsis

A catastrophic, unexplainable plane crash leaves three hundred and thirty dead -- no survivors.
Among the victims are the wife and two daughters of Joe Carpenter, a Los Angeles Post crime
reporter.A year after the crash, still gripped by an almost paralyzing grief, Joe encounters a woman
named Rose, who claims to have survived the crash. She holds out the possibility of a secret that
will bring Joe peace of mind. But before he can ask any questions, she slips away.Driven now by
rage (have the authorities withheld information?) and a hope almost as unbearable as his grief (if
there is one survivor, are there others?), Joe sets out to find the mysterious woman. His search
immediately leads him into the path of a powerful and shadowy organization hell-bent on stopping
Rose before she can reveal what she knows about the crash.Sole Survivor unfolds at a
heart-stopping pace, as a desperate chase and a shattering emotional odyssey lead Joe to a truth
that will force him to reassess everything he thought he knew about life and death -- a truth that,
given the chance, will rock the world and redefine the destiny of humanity.From the Trade

Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

Joe Carpenter, the hero of Dean Koontz’s newest novel, Sole Survivor, is a man nearly paralyzed
by grief. One year earlier, his wife and two children had been among the 230 victims of a plane
crash that left no survivors. So when Joe encounters a woman who claims to have been aboard that

plane and survived the catastrophe, and then she almost immediately disappears, he is



understandably riled up. In the course of trying to track this woman down, Joe finds himself
entangled in a web of shadowy conspiracy and perilous secrets. In this latest book, Koontz pumps
up the volume and gives his readers what they’ve come to expect from him: an expert mix of cover
ups, cults, bizarre suicides, and a shocking twist at the end that keeps Sole Survivor racing along
from one improbable but undeniably thrilling event to the next. --This text refers to the Paperback

edition.

YA. Joe Carpenter’s life stops with the deaths of his beloved wife and two young daughters in an
airplane crash surrounded by mystery?350 dead and no survivors. Marking the first anniversary of
the disaster with a visit to their graves, Joe encounters a young woman taking pictures of their
tombstones. She tells him her name is Rose and that she survived the crash that killed his family.
Before Joe can continue the conversation, they are attacked by two gunmen. As Rose flees for her
life, Joe knows he must discover the truth of what happened to the fatal flight and the reason for the
cover-up. His search leads him to relatives of other crash victims?most of whom commit bizarre
suicides and all of whom have been contacted by Rose. His investigation reveals that Rose was in
possession of government secrets that could change the world once she exposed them. Koontz has
readers so totally involved that even Joe’s impossible dream, that a member of his family may have
survived the crash under Rose’s protection, seems possible. A spellbinding novel.?Katherine Fitch,
Lake Braddock Middle School, Burke, VACopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text

refers to the Paperback edition.

| have read every book DK has written and have noticed over the last few years that he had left the
plots focused primarily on paranormal events (Whisperers, Strangers, etc) for a more traditional

character plot. This book is a good mix.

| often turn to Koontz when | want a deliciously sharp, satisfying read that has mystery, horror, thrill
of a good chase, a possible supernatural story line and of course great characters. Sole Survivor
was very interesting right from the start; a father mourning his dead family on a sudden quest for
truth when his life takes on a strange turn. A year after his wife and daughters face an untimely
death on a flight that should have been a piece of cake, Joe Carpenter finds himself followed by
men who seem to have a slew of surveillance equipment to their disposal. He shrugs it off since he
doesn’t really care about life anymore being alone and lost, but when he finds a mysterious woman

taking pictures of his family’s graves at the cemetery he suddenly wants to live, only to discover why



the surveillance is needed to follow him and get her. She tells him her name but is chased off,
suddenly Joe knows that his life in the past year has been a lie, that there was no accident,
something happened and the woman at the cemetery is in center of it all, the problem is finding her
and not getting caught himself. Joe is on the run from some very powerful people who will not give
up in silencing him once he’s gotten the idea that this was no ordinary plane crash. The idea that
she was on that flight doesn’t seem to leave him alone, Joe becomes obsessed with discovering her
ties to the whole affair.Once | started reading this | was totally sucked in, Joe wallowed in pity and
pain, yes there was a lot of that but it made the story realistic, it helped me feel what he felt, it put
me in his shoes and made the answer only that more urgent to get to. The story truly took a dive
into the bizarre at the end, but | liked it, it was interesting and | enjoyed discovering the truth behind
the tragedy. This was hard to put down once | started it and | had a nice time reading it, another

good read from Koontz, and lots more to go.- Kasia S.

So Koontz In its spirituality but one of his better endeavors. It's highs and lows are predictable yet

unexpected. A great read.

| bought this book to study his writing (recommended by others) | love both his writing and the story

inside.

At first | didn’t care for Koontz. However, since reading now 4 more of his books | am becoming a

fan. This book is a very good read.

great!

Great book one of the few | may do twice

This was a gift purchase.
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